
UNIVERSITY MENNONITE CHURCH 

 
Christmas Eve 2020 

Welcome and intro to Zoom worship – Pastor Kate 

Prelude video – Joy to the world, Sufjan Stevens 

Call to worship – Pastor Kate 

One:  This year, we dreamed of world peace. 
Two:  We dreamed of deep breaths and restful sleep. 
One:  We dreamed of love that lasts and suffering that passes. 
Two:  We dreamed of doors open wide and a cure to disease. 
One:  We dreamed, because to dream is to believe. 
Two:  For to dream is to hope; to dream is to see. 
One:  So make room in your being to dream yet again, 
Two:  Of a world without fear, and a God that draws near. 
One:  For it is almost Christmas. 
Two:  Love is almost here. 
One:  May we dream to see, and hope to believe. Let us worship Holy  
              God 

Candle Lighting Liturgy - The Christ Candle, read by Laura and Cedric 

Five Lessons  
(featuring music from Sally and Mark Minnich) 

First Lesson 
  Genesis 1: 1-5 God creates the world out of nothing, proclaiming  
                               that the light was good. 

                Reader: Micah Tillman 
   Hymn HWB 318 Joy to the world 
         (recording courtesy of Mennonite Church British Columbia)  

 
 



 
Second Lesson 
   Isaiah 11:1-4, 6-9 Isaiah portrays the peaceful kingdom that Christ  
                                           will bring. 
   Reader: Elaine Mercer 
   Hymn HWB 212 O come, all ye faithful 
         (recording courtesy of Mennonite Church British Columbia)  

Third Lesson 

   Luke 1:26–35; 38 The angel Gabriel visits Mary, announcing God’s  
                                      plan for her to birth the Savior of the world. 
   Reader: Doug Yoder 
   Hymn HWB 197 Angels we have heard on high    
         (recording courtesy of Mennonite Church British Columbia)  

Fourth Lesson 
   Children’s book, A Child Is Born by Margaret Wise Brown 
   Reader: Krista Weidner 
   Away in a manger, rendition by Lauren Daigle 

Fifth Lesson 
   Luke 2: 8-16 The shepherds go to the manger. 
   Reader: Carolyn Brubaker 

Closing prayer – Pastor Kate 

Virtual candle lighting with UMC singing Silent Night 
 
 

Blessed Christmas to you all! 

 
 

Church Information 

1606 Norma St., State College, PA 16801; (814) 234-2039 
www.universitymennonite.org 

Pastor: Kate Heinzel 

Submissions for bulletin: umcbulletin@yahoo.com 
Deadline for bulletin inclusion: Fridays at noon (for virtual 
services) 

Staff and Volunteer Leadership 

Pastor: Kate Heinzel, kate@universitymennonite.org   717-606-2909 

Worship Coordinator:  

    Ben Wideman, benwideman@gmail.com   215-859-0037 

Elders  

  Rosita Benner Derstine, rderstine@gmail.com   814-360-8789 

  Leland Glenna, lelandglenna@gmail.com   814-769-3313 

  Meredith Wideman, meredith.wideman@gmail.com   626-808-2306  

  Laura Litwiller, 1978lauraashley@gmail.com                         717-543-3419 

Cong. Chair: Rick Stehouwer, rsc15@psu.edu   814-883-3503 

Asst. Chair: Cathy Bresee, cbs4@psu.edu   814-933-8005 

University Mennonite Church's safe-child policy demonstrates 
our commitment to the physical safety and the spiritual growth 
of all our children and youth, ages birth to 18, as well as to our 
volunteers who care for them. The complete policy is posted in 
the lobby entrances and in the nursery room.  

Our church maintains a Google Group email list to keep 
members informed about prayer requests and happenings in 
the community. Join the email list by sending an email to: 
 university-mennonite-sharing-list+subscribe@googlegroups.com 

Zoom church services are being recorded and published on our 
YouTube channel. You can also listen to audio recordings at on 
our web site at: http://www.universitymennonite.org/worship-
service-recordings-2020/  
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