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University Mennonite Church uses online digital communications in numerous ways. Some of the digital 

information is publicly available (anyone can access it), other information can only be accessed by a 

specific group of persons. 

Joel Weidner has served as the gate keeper for granting access to the various resources that are NOT 

publicly available. As these resources have developed overtime, there has not been any clearly defined 

rules for who can have access to the online information. A listing of online resources—both public and 

restricted are described at the end of this document. 

The UMC community has always been an open one where everyone is encouraged to be actively 

involved, regardless of formal membership. One exception is that membership is required for voting at 

congregational meetings and holding certain church positions as defined by our bylaws. Also, there are 

those who attended UMC in the past and who desire to stay in touch, even though they may not 

currently be attending. 

These factors pose challenges for maintaining access to the restricted information. How do we balance 

privacy concerns with the desire to maintain ties and community? 

Some Questions for Consideration 

Who should have access to the restricted online resources? 

Is membership required? Steady attendance (how is that defined)? 

What is the process for granting access to the resources? 

What is the process for removing persons access to the resources? 

Should persons who are not actively attending continue to have access to the resources?  

What if they are still members? 

A Listing of UMC information stored online is shown below. 

Publicly Available Resources 

Web Site – www.universitymennonite.org (most information) 

Includes basic information about the church, our history, our worship practices, recordings of 

worship services (less sharing time), general contact information, profiles for pastors, listing of 

volunteers and volunteer positions, calendar of events, and more. 

Facebook Page - https://www.facebook.com/UniversityMennonite/  

General announcements, events, and contact information 
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Resources Restricted to Specific Groups 

Web Site – My UMC Pages  

Includes recordings of Sunday morning sharing, archives of sharing list emails, worship 

scheduling worksheet, congregational meeting minutes and reports, and bylaws. You must be 

granted access to login into the My UMC Pages. 

Church Directory - https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/ and smart phone apps. 

Includes photos, addresses, email addresses, phone numbers, birthdays, and wedding 

anniversaries. You must be part the directory to have access to the directory. 

Email Sharing List - university-mennonite-sharing-list@googlegroups.com  

Any email sent to the group address is distributed to all emails addresses that are part of the 

group. Your email address must be part of the group to be able to send and receive messages. 
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