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It's hard to believe that my time with 3rd Way Collective is drawing to a close! Thanks for 
supporting me and our family over the past six years. It has been one of the most meaningful 
experiences of my vocational life. 
 
COVID-19 has created a strange anti-climatic end to 3rd Way Collective. When I imagined this 
time as the semester began I expected lots of coffee and dinner conversations as I said farewell 
to the students who were an active part of our organization. Instead social distancing has made 
many of those conversations occur over text message or video chats. The massive reduction in 
club activities has meant that my final months feel particularly distant from our students.  
 
I’ve discovered that the majority of our students have adapted to this new reality. Their capacity 
to exist in digital spaces has meant that they understand how to navigate this moment in time in 
ways that older generations may not. I think the end of classes, and the end of required 
connection, will create a new disconnect that will mean this moment is far more difficult to 
navigate than earlier in the quarantine season.  
 
Two of our four student officers have graduated, one has just a semester remaining, while the 
last will be returning to finish a senior year. Our ever-changing context, and the dynamic that we 
have often connected with older students, means that it won’t be long before there are few 
students left who engaged with 3rd Way Collective at Penn State.  
 
My spreadsheet shows that we held 56 events this year, connecting with 1164 students, and 
another 500 community members. Over the past six years we collaborated or created 538 
events and activities, connecting with more than 13,000 students and community members.  
 
These numbers are significant, but what I’m most proud of is that we also adapted to be and 
organization focused less on programming, and more on being a presence in a variety of 
spaces. I continue to be contacted inquiring if 3rd Way would like to be a co-sponsor of an 
advocacy space, event, panel, or some other student life event such as a wedding. I think this is 
the thing I will miss the most as I move away from this role.  
 
Back in December I had some hope that I might transition into a staff position in Penn State’s 
spiritual center or some other advocacy space on campus, allowing me to continue to work with 
college students. Unfortuantely the COVID-19 hiring freeze that is in place has prevented me 
from transitioning in this way. I’m trying to savor the unexpected opportunity to shift my primary 
vocational role as a stay-at-home parent while Meredith heads back to work as a nurse. These 
really are unexpected times for our family.  
 
I’m looking forward to Sunday’s service on May 31st where we will celebrate 3rd Way Collective 
and spend some time looking back on the past six years.  
 



Thanks again for being a congregation that was willing to think outside the box and hire a 
campus pastor at a time when our denomination was not doing that sort of thing. It has truly 
been a gift.  
 

- Ben Wideman, Campus Minister for 3rd Way Collective 


