
UNIVERSITY MENNONITE CHURCH 

Sunday Service December 3, 2017 9:30 am  

Greeters: Dale & Becky Kephart       Worship Leader: Gloria Horst Rosenberger 

Pastor: In Transition                          Song Leader: Mark King 

Hosts: Krista & Joel Weidner     Ushers: Nel Kopp, Rodney Brubaker,   

Childcare (0-4 years): available in the nursery                and Jim Pierce                                                              

Advent 1 – Let it be 

Focus Statement: We awaken to God’s purpose, which begins in 

darkness—whether seed in the ground, child in the womb, or new self in 

the soul. We are shaking, fearful, and resistant, yet we call upon God to 

tear open the heavens and be present with us in our uncertainty. 

GATHERING  

           Prelude: Fidele Lumeya 

             Call to Worship: read antiphonally from the back of the bulletin 

             Lighting of the Advent Candle 

             Congregational Singing: HWB 172, O Come, O come, Immanuel 

           Prayer 

             Welcoming Visitors 

PRAISING 

             Congregational Singing: 

STS 1, Praise the One who breaks the darkness 

STS 4, Rejoice, rejoice, the Savior comes 

             Offering: Carissa Heine and Tommy Brewton 

HEARING GOD’S WORD 

Children’s Time: Vonda Yoder and Becky Kephart 

Special Music: Mike Bratt, Let It Be 

Scripture Readings  

Isaiah 64:1-9 (p. 606) Rebekah Douglass 

Mark 13:24-37 (p. 826) John Eicher 

Sermon: Karen Rath, “Ready or Not, It’s Time to Wake Up” 

RESPONDING 

Congregational Singing: STJ 50, Keep me safe, O God 

Confession: read together from the back of the bulletin 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns  

Prayer 

Announcements 

SENDING 

Benediction 

Congregational Singing: HWB 418, Move in our midst 

Sunday School (second hour) – see announcements insert 

 

 

Prayer Requests 

MMN: Asher & Lindsey Fast, serving through Mennonite Mission Network and Virginia 

Mennonite Missions, are helping to build the after-school program at the Mother Theresa 

Resource Centre in Botswana. They are also assisting in a local elementary school. Pray 

for wisdom and energy, and healing for Lindsey’s back and neck. 

MEA: Give thanks for a new publication, Where Are We? Pastoral Environments and 

Care for Migrants, edited by Daniel Schipani, Ph.D. Published by the Society for 

Intercultural Pastoral Care and Counseling, the book includes contributions from AMBS 

faculty members who participated in a recent collaborative faculty scholarship project.  

Church Information:  www.universitymennonite.org 

 1606 Norma St., State College, PA 16801; (814) 234-2039 

Submissions for bulletin or email announcements: umcbulletin@yahoo.com 

DEADLINE FOR BULLETIN INCLUSION: Thursday, 12:00 noon 

Pastor: In Transition   

Campus Pastor:  Ben Wideman ben@3rdwaycollective.org 215-859-0037 

Elders: Gloria Horst Rosenberger   ghr4870@gmail.com  814-234-2167 

             Jim Pierce  jimpierce2015@gmail.com  814-303-2316 

             Bethany Spicher Schonberg   micahandbethany@gmail.com     814-667-2756 

             Joel Weidner                                            joelpsu82@outlook.com      814-777-4494 

Cong. Chair: Karen Rath   karenrath@gmail.com     814-880-5425 

Asst. Chair:   Doug Miller                                           miller@eesi.psu.edu      814-883-1127 

University Mennonite Church's safe-child policy demonstrates our commitment to the 

physical safety and the spiritual growth of all our children and youth, ages birth to 18, as well 

as to our volunteers who care for them. The complete policy is posted in the lobby entrances 

and in the nursery room.  

To reserve space for your event or meeting in our meetinghouse, please contact Carolyn 

Brubaker, 237-6602. To participate in the UMC email list, sign up at university-mennonite-

sharing-list+subscribe@googlegroups.com. 

Upcoming Events: For more details, go to www.universitymennonite.org/calendar 

December 

  Wed 6 Leadership Team Meeting 6:30 pm 

  Wed 6  Elders Meeting 7:30 pm 

  Sun 10 Potluck Fellowship Meal 12:00 pm 

  Mon 11 Shape Note Singing 7:00 pm 

  Tue 12 Men’s Fellowship Breakfast 7:00 am 

  Tue 12 Student Ministry Advisory Committee 7:30 pm 

  Sun 24 Christmas Eve Service 7:00 pm 

  Tue 26 Men’s Fellowship Breakfast 7:00 am 

January  

  Wed 3 Leadership Team Meeting 6:30 pm 

  Wed 3 Elders Meeting 7:30 pm  

Recordings of each worship service are available at 

http://www.universitymennonite.org/worship-service-reco 

 

 



 

 

 

Announcements, December 3, 2017 

Sunday School: There will be Sunday school at 11:10 following the 

service. There are classes for children in the basement, and adults have the 

option of a sermon discussion in the sanctuary or a Bible study on Mark in 

Room 3 downstairs.  

 

We welcome all as we explore the Gospel of Mark this Fall, for an adult 

Sunday school option, downstairs to the right of the back stairwell.  

If visiting our Church, struck by a sudden impulse or curiosity, we 

encourage you to drop in! We plan to visit about one chapter per week.  

Questions, ask Dale Kephart at beckdale2@comcast.net or 814-466-2335. 

 

Park Forest Preschool Christmas Donations 

Our church traditionally provides the food for a Christmas dinner for each 

of the 35 families of children at the Park Forest Preschool. We join with 

other churches to provide each family with a Christmas box which 

includes a turkey, food to prepare, and items for the children such as 

mittens and pajamas. For our contribution, we need the following: child 

sized toothbrushes, children's toothpaste, canned sweet potatoes, boxed 

stuffing mix, turkey gravy packet, applesauce, canned cranberry sauce, 

canned green beans, and instant mashed potatoes. Please bring your 

donations to the church by Sunday, Dec. 10, and there will be a collection 

area in the vestibule.  If it is difficult for you to shop and deliver food to 

the church, you may contribute cash and we will shop for you. Cathy 

Bresee is coordinating this for our church, and she can be reached at 814-

933-8005, or cbs4@psu.edu. 

 

3rd Way Collective Highlights  

This is the final week before exams. Our Wednesday meal will be at 

Evelyn and Karl Bartsch’s home at 6pm. Please keep students in 

your prayers as they prepare for finals! 

We encourage you to join the Standing at the Gates for Justice group 

on Monday at 4pm. 

For our full schedule and to find out how to support this ministry 

please visit 3rdWayCollective.org or contact 

ben@3rdwaycollective.org. A reflection is posted each month at 

http://www.3rdwaycollective.org/category/blog/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Announcements, December 3, 2017 

Fellowship Meal December 10 at Noon  

Everyone is invited to a delicious carry-in meal. There is always enough 

for everyone and you are invited to stay whether you planned to or not. 

Regular attenders are encouraged to bring your own place settings (don't 

forget cups) and a dish to serve 12 or more. 

Last names A-L bring a side dish, vegetables, bread, fruit or other dessert 

Last names M-Z bring a main dish 

An oven can be set to 350 for those who would like to cook. There will be 

labels on the food table for vegan, vegetarian, gluten free and especially 

any dishes containing nuts. 

 

Pray for the Executive Director Search Committee as they continue to 

discern the leadership needs and evaluate candidates for the next executive 

director of Mennonite Church USA. The committee has received 

denomination-wide survey feedback and is giving careful consideration to 

those who have been nominated. 

Read the latest news on the search process:  

http://mennoniteusa.org/news/survey-results-show-priorities-next-mc-usa-

executive-director/ 

 

Prayer Concerns for Mennonite Disaster Service 

Please pray for our operations team as they continue planning for new 

projects in Florida and Texas and their continued evaluation of Puerto 

Rico. 

We are grateful for a well-received pastor resource day facilitated by MDS 

for Mennonite pastors in Puerto Rico in mid-November. 

Continue to remember those impacted by Hurricane Harvey and the MDS 

volunteer teams responding in the areas of Victoria County, Baytown and 

the Coastal Bend area of Texas. 

Also keep in prayer the volunteers in as they transition to long-term 

response after Hurricane Irma. 

Remember in prayer all the continuing projects MDS. 

 


