
UNIVERSITY MENNONITE CHURCH 

Sunday Service December 31, 2017 9:30 am  

Pastor: In Transition                          Worship Leader: Gloria Horst Rosenberger 

Greeters: Esther Prins & Leland Glenna    Song Leader: Faith King 

Hosts: Becky & Dale Kephart           Ushers: Nel Kopp, Rodney Brubaker,   

Childcare (0-4 years): available in the nursery                and Jim Pierce                                                              

Christmas: Yes! Let it be new 

Focus statement: We marvel at the vastness of God’s plan. We celebrate 

in exuberant praise what God has done and will continue to do. 

GATHERING 

Prelude – Mike Bratt 

Call to Worship: read antiphonally from the back of the bulletin 

Lighting of the Advent Candles 

 Congregational Singing 

HWB #51, Let the whole creation cry 

Welcoming Visitors 

PRAISING 

 Congregational Singing 

  HWB #213, Let all together praise our God 

Offering 

Prayer  

HEARING GOD’S WORD 

Children’s Time – Eric Smith 

 Congregational Singing 

  Hymn # 203, Break forth, O beauteous heavenly 

 Scripture Readings – Mike and Gabrielle Robinson 

  Psalm 148 (p. 508); Luke 2:22-40 (p. 833) 

 Sermon Replacement – Society of Friends Unprogrammed,  

 formerly known as Silent, Meeting for Worship 

RESPONDING 

 Congregational Singing 

  STJ #13, My soul is filled with joy 

 Confession: read together from the back of the bulletin 

 Sharing of Joys and Concerns  

 Prayer 

 Announcements 

SENDING 

 Benediction 

 Congregational Singing 

  Bulletin insert – God be with you ‘til we meet again  

 

No Sunday School today – see announcements insert 

 

 

Prayer Requests 

MMN: Tonight is Watch Night in many African-American communities. At midnight on 

January 1, 1863, the Emancipation Proclamation became law. Though written 154 years 

ago, that law has not yet been completely fulfilled. Join Mennonite Mission Network in 

proclaiming and working toward salvation and justice for all people in the coming year.  

MEA: May God fill Seminario Bíblico Anabautista Hispano students with wisdom and 

blessings. May God help them to devote themselves to their studies and guide them 

through this learning process. 

Church Information:  www.universitymennonite.org 

 1606 Norma St., State College, PA 16801; (814) 234-2039 

Submissions for bulletin or email announcements: umcbulletin@yahoo.com 

DEADLINE FOR BULLETIN INCLUSION: Thursday, 12:00 noon 

Pastor: In Transition   

Campus Pastor:  Ben Wideman ben@3rdwaycollective.org 215-859-0037 

Elders: Gloria Horst Rosenberger   ghr4870@gmail.com  814-234-2167 

             Jim Pierce  jimpierce2015@gmail.com  814-303-2316 

             Bethany Spicher Schonberg   micahandbethany@gmail.com     814-667-2756 

             Joel Weidner                                            joelpsu82@outlook.com      814-777-4494 

Cong. Chair: Karen Rath   karenrath@gmail.com     814-880-5425 

Asst. Chair:   Doug Miller                                           miller@eesi.psu.edu      814-883-1127 

University Mennonite Church's safe-child policy demonstrates our commitment to the 

physical safety and the spiritual growth of all our children and youth, ages birth to 18, as well 

as to our volunteers who care for them. The complete policy is posted in the lobby entrances 

and in the nursery room.  

To reserve space for your event or meeting in our meetinghouse , please contact Carolyn 

Brubaker, 237-6602. To participate in the UMC email list, sign up at university-mennonite-

sharing-list+subscribe@googlegroups.com. 

Upcoming Events: For more details, go to www.universitymennonite.org/calendar 

January  

  Wed 3 Leadership Team Meeting 6:30 pm 

  Wed 3 Elders Meeting 7:30 pm  

  Mon 8 Shape Note Singing 

  Tue 9 Men’s Fellowship Breakfast 7:00 am 

  Tue 9  Student Ministry Advisory Committee 7:30 pm 

  Sun 14 Potluck Fellowship Meal 12:00 pm 

  Thu 18 Worship Committee Meeting 7:00 pm 

  Mon 22 Shape Note Singing 7:00 pm 

  Tue 23 Men’s Fellowship Breakfast 7:00 am 

  Wed 24 Fellowship Committee Meeting 7:00 pm 

February 

  Wed 7 Leadership Team Meeting 6:30 pm 

  Wed 7 Elder Meeting 7:30 pm 

Recordings of each worship service are available at 

http://www.universitymennonite.org/worship-service-reco 

 



 

 

 

Announcements, December 31, 2017 

 

Quaker Meeting for Worship 

 

During the usual sermon presentation time we will participate in a Quaker 

Unprogrammed (formerly “silent”) Meeting for Worship. This is a time to 

sit quietly and to meditate on what God is saying to us. Quakerly thoughts 

are primarily focused on peace, social justice, equality, simplicity, 

humility, caring for the earth, and during this Christmas time: thoughts on 

the scriptures designated for today. When we hear what the Spirit is saying 

to us, if it is a message just for ourselves, accept it as a gift. If it is a 

message for our whole community, please stand, face the majority of the 

people, and speak slowly, loudly, clearly. Microphones will not be used.  

Please leave some silence between speakers so that we meditate on what 

was just spoken and also to prevent dialogue or discussion. When the 

Spirit leads us to end the meeting for worship, two people will shake 

hands. This invites all of us to shake hands, in silence, with someone 

sitting near us. We then will resume with a response hymn sung by the 

congregation. 

Sunday School: There will be no Sunday school for children or adults 

today or next week. Sunday school will resume on January 14. 

 

“Who Can Save the Rohingya?” – Special Interfaith Coffee Hour with 

Guest Speaker Dr. Wakar Uddin (Director-General of Arakan 

Rohingya Union) & his wife, Sarah Naeem Uddin: Saturday, January 

20, 2018, 2:00 pm at St. Paul's United Methodist Church Education 

Building, 3rd Floor (directly across from McAllister Parking Deck). The 

U.S. Congress and the United Nations agree that the Rohingya of 

Burma/Myanmar are among the most persecuted people on Earth, and are 

being subject to genocidal violence. Hear the latest on the ongoing 

situation and what needs to be done. Event sponsored by Interfaith 

Initiative Centre County, Islamic Society of Central Pennsylvania, St. 

Paul’s United Methodist Church. (If any question in case of snow, check 

Interfaith Initiative Centre County on Facebook. Snow date:  Sunday, 

January 21, 2:00 pm, same location.)  Admission Free, Refreshments 

Served. 
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